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compensation for the loss of the tribute, perhaps they feared
that the Assassins were planning treachery, or perhaps they
did not welcome the accession to the kingdom of an ally
who might have the effect of limiting the influence that the
Temple wielded in Palestine, Whatever the reason, a band
of Templars under a one-eyed knight, Walter de Mesnil,
murdered the emissary of the Assassins u to the loss of the
country as a whole, because the others, seeing that the
Christians could not be trusted, straightway drew back",
Amalric demanded that Walter de Mesnii should be sur-
rendered to him for punishment, but Odo de St. Amand,
who is alleged to have planned the crime, refused in a letter
which William de Tyre describes as ** dictated by that spirit
of arrogance and pride that was habitual in him **. The
Templars were subject only to the Holy See, the Master
pointed out, and Walter must be reserved for judgment by
the Pope, Amalric, however, took Walter by force and
imprisoned him at Tyre. The later fate of the criminal is
not recorded.
Two years later, Noureddin and Amalric died within a few
months of each other, and there was a lull in the struggle
between Islam and Christendom- Saladsn was to show
himself a far more formidable enemy to the Christians than
Noureddin, but for the present he was willing to make peace*
He had abolished the Fatimite Caliphate in 1171 and seated
himself firmly on the throne of Egypt* Emesa and
Damascus had been added to his possessions, but he aimed
at holding all Noureddin's territories in Syria, His marriage
with Noureddin's widow in 1175 strengthened his position*
but his claims were disputed by several of the Moslem
governors. Amalric had been succeeded on the throne of
Jerusalem in July, 1173, by his son, Baldwin IV, a boy
of thirteen stricken with leprosy. Raymond III, Count of
Tripoli, released from Moslem captivity in 1174, was
appointed protector and, realising the weakness of the Latins,